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Why we need European forest data?

• For planning forest-related policies: forestry, rural development, 

environment, climate

• Forest policy is not EU’s mandate but many policies have impact on forestry 
and forestry plays a role in Member State economies

• For monitoring forest-related policies

• Indicators

We do not need European level forest data for planning forest 

operations
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• Analyses what will happen in the 

future, if we select a certain 

forest management strategy

• In this case, continuing with the 

sustainable forest management 

practices of years 2000 - 2009
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Policy planning – case EU LULUCF 
regulation

• First analyses: JRC

• Next step: Scenarios 

estimated by Member States 

(National Forestry Account 

Plans)

From: Grassi G; Pilli R. Method applied by the JRC for projecting forest GHG 

emissions andremovals based on the “continuation of current forest 

management”. EUR 28623 EN. Luxembourg

(Luxembourg): Publications Office of the European Union; 2017. 

doi:10.2760/844243



The Forest Europe (Ministerial Conference on the 

Protection of Forests in Europe) has since 1990 

developed a system of Criteria & Indicators for 

following sustainability of forest management
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Monitoring the impact of policies –
Forest Europe C&I of SFM



All 6 Criteria include several 

Indicators, totalling to 34 

Quantitative Indicators and 5 

Qualitative Indicators
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Monitoring the impact of policies -
Forest Europe C&I of SFM



Data collection via national 
correspondents in connection 
with Global Forest Resource 
Assessment 

• cycle of 5 years

• SoEF2025 report published 
March 2026 based on data 
collected in 2023, original data 
older than that
• Time lag between collection of 

original data and publication in 
some cases more than 5 years
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Monitoring the impact of policies -
Forest Europe C&I of SFM



Regulation includes indicators for 

monitoring success of restoration -

each Members State sets the 

´satisfactory level´ for each 

indicator

No need for international 

standardization or harmonization 

of indicators, important is to 

monitor those indicators in a 

consistent manner over time
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Monitoring the impact of policies –
Nature Restoration Regulation

√NFI

√NFI

√NFI

√NFI

√NFI

√NFI

IDP or √NFI & RS



EU Member States are running 

National Forest Inventories 

capable to fulfil numerous 

information needs. Challenges 

for European scale applications:

• Different time frames/cycles

• Varying definitions
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National Forest Inventories for 
European level forest data



ENFIN network (2003) established as 
association at IGN/France in 2024

• Harmonisation of data

• Method development

• Information sharing

Ongoig Horizon projects 

• PathFinder and MoniFun

• Forest Partnership starting 2026
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How we can improve – ENFIN 
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How we can improve – Methods to 
merge NFI and Remote Sensing data
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Please register by 22 May using the following link:

https://nibio.pameldingssystem.no/final-pathfinder-conference

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnibio.pameldingssystem.no%2Ffinal-pathfinder-conference&data=05%7C02%7Ckari.t.korhonen%40luke.fi%7Cbf91795e27f14ea293b108dea6c2a75a%7Ccb3ae86c52424159954921ca45de8928%7C0%7C0%7C639131552141552141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7etPNspWmskC905m3AyvdWd%2FsKwUOjIjC91K51UeLDs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnibio.pameldingssystem.no%2Ffinal-pathfinder-conference&data=05%7C02%7Ckari.t.korhonen%40luke.fi%7Cbf91795e27f14ea293b108dea6c2a75a%7Ccb3ae86c52424159954921ca45de8928%7C0%7C0%7C639131552141552141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7etPNspWmskC905m3AyvdWd%2FsKwUOjIjC91K51UeLDs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnibio.pameldingssystem.no%2Ffinal-pathfinder-conference&data=05%7C02%7Ckari.t.korhonen%40luke.fi%7Cbf91795e27f14ea293b108dea6c2a75a%7Ccb3ae86c52424159954921ca45de8928%7C0%7C0%7C639131552141552141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7etPNspWmskC905m3AyvdWd%2FsKwUOjIjC91K51UeLDs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnibio.pameldingssystem.no%2Ffinal-pathfinder-conference&data=05%7C02%7Ckari.t.korhonen%40luke.fi%7Cbf91795e27f14ea293b108dea6c2a75a%7Ccb3ae86c52424159954921ca45de8928%7C0%7C0%7C639131552141552141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7etPNspWmskC905m3AyvdWd%2FsKwUOjIjC91K51UeLDs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnibio.pameldingssystem.no%2Ffinal-pathfinder-conference&data=05%7C02%7Ckari.t.korhonen%40luke.fi%7Cbf91795e27f14ea293b108dea6c2a75a%7Ccb3ae86c52424159954921ca45de8928%7C0%7C0%7C639131552141552141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7etPNspWmskC905m3AyvdWd%2FsKwUOjIjC91K51UeLDs%3D&reserved=0
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How we can improve – Methods for 
using NFI data with confidentiality



European level data for planning and 
monitoring forest-related policies are 
available via NFIs

• Several relevant attributes are already 
harmonized

• Not all attributes need to be harmonized

Timeliness of the data is a challenge, which 
can be solved by

• Combining NFI and Remote Sensing data

• Creating incentives to Member States
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Conclusion



Thank you!
uniteflagship.fi

uniteflagship.fi 

Kuva, joka sisältää kohteen logo, Grafiikka, ympyrä, Fontti

Tekoälyn generoima sisältö voi olla virheellistä.
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